
Lesson Title:  Cycle 1 Research Lesson
Subject / Grade Level: 4

Focus Question: How does the flow of the lesson feel for you as a “student”?
CONTEXT
Provide context for the lesson. How, if at all, does it fit within a unit? Who are the learners? How long will the lesson last?

This lesson will take place in Noel Gikling’s fourth grade classroom. We have been doing several quick write activities
over the course of the past few weeks. Students who once professed a dislike for writing have loved these writing
opportunities. In one instance students were asked to write for ten minutes about what they want to be when they grow
up. These students begged for the opportunity to write for 10 more minutes. In the followup lesson students were asked
to write for 20 minutes with the only guideline being that they had to use the words Blue/Goblin/Pizza.  The lesson will
last between 50 and 60 minutes.

GOALS
What are your goals for the activity? Specifically, by the end of the activity, what will students know, feel, understand,
and/or be able to do?

Students understand that incorporating new writing techniques, such as sensory details, will

support them in their writing growth and can yield confidence in their writing through a short

narrative.

Students will take a closer look at their previous writing (blue, goblin, pizza) using revision

strips to add sensory details to their writing. Sensory details will include explicit teaching

around the 5 senses.

STANDARDS
If applicable, provide specific standards that the lesson will target. Indicate if the standard is being introduced (I), practiced
(P), or assessed (A) in this lesson. Possible standards frameworks: CA CCSS, NGSS, ELD, and/or Learning for Justice.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.D

Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events

precisely.

ANTICIPATORY PLANNING
Put yourself in the shoes of your students. Where in the lesson do you anticipate that they will struggle, and why? What
questions, about procedures and/or about the content, do you anticipate that they might pose? How will you respond?
(Math teachers can also use this more comprehensive anticipatory planning resource.)

Some students might refuse to add revisions.
- Provide students the option to draw rather than write, provide students with a suggestion to close their eyes

and imagine they are in the story while a teacher or AC reads the story aloud to them.

Some students may not be able to write the revisions without support.
- Some students will be seated at my desk where I can respond to student questions. There should also be an AC

in the classroom to work with students with IEPs.

https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/using-descriptive-language/
https://www.scoe.net/divisions/ed_services/curriculum/castandards/
https://www.nextgenscience.org/search-standards
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf
https://www.learningforjustice.org/frameworks/social-justice-standards
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/3/d/
https://www.mathagency.org/group-dynamics
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Some students may get stuck on the “taste” or “smell” sense.
- Provide students with some probing questions such as: “what do you smell right now?” “What might your

character be smelling or tasting” “where are your characters in this part of the story”

Some students will likely respond that they can’t think of anything to add.
- Provide students with the option to work with a focus partner (someone else who may have difficulty adding

their ideas)  so they can brainstorm together
- Say “are there any examples from Fry Bread that you liked and could use in your writing?”

PROCEDURE
Please provide specific descriptions of all activities, including what the teacher(s) will be saying and doing and what the
students will be doing. Remember that the person doing the doing & talking is the one doing the learning!

Launch: How will the teacher spark curiosity, get students actively engaged right away, and help students understand
the purpose and process of what they will be doing during the lesson?
(10 minutes)
Students will recall their previous lesson that included a read aloud of “Fry Bread”. They will engage in a turn and talk
and share one detail they remember from the story with the class.

Flocabulary Sensory Details Video

Students will watch the 3 minute video and synthesize what is in the video with what they learned about sensory details
during their previous read aloud of “Fry Bread”. The instructor will ask questions such as:

- What did you notice about what is in the video?
- What are you wondering about using descriptive language?
- What might be challenging about using descriptive language in your writing?

Explore: How will students engage in the “meat” of the lesson?
(30 minutes)
Students will first read their quick writes from a previous lesson to recall their story and head back to the carpet for a
partner turn and talk activity.

Students will first be asked to recall the beginning of their story by closing their eyes and imagining things that their
character’s saw, heard, smelled, tasted, and felt. They will then share an idea with their turn & talk partner. Students will
repeat this process for the middle and end of their story that they wrote.

(Whole class) Teacher will model what it looks like to add to their writing using their teacher's story from the same time.
The teacher and students can co-create some sensory details to add to the story using the post-it notes and examples
from Fry Bread read aloud.

(Independent work) Students will learn how to add sensory details into their created stories from a prior day.

https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/using-descriptive-language/
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- Using post it notes, they will fill out at least 5 sensory details for their story. They will be asked to add this to
their quick write by placing the post it note on the actual page that their story is on.

Drop your anchor: How will students synthesize, share their learning with each other and/or with the teacher, and make
connections to future lessons?
(10-15 minutes)
Depending on the time allowed, a few students will have the opportunity to share their writing and highlight the
sensory details they have added to their story.  Students will use a microphone to share their story with the added
details.

DIFFERENTIATION/ACCOMMODATION
How might you provide multiple means of representation, multiple means of expression, and multiple means of
engagement? Consider how you will meet the needs of three specific focus students, labeled below.

Special Needs / IEP:  I will ask an AC to be in the room to help students with IEPs who really struggle to get started writing. Students can draw
pictures if they need to.

Emerging Bilingual:  I will ask students who may have trouble spelling some words in English to sit at my desk

Ready for challenge:  Students can have access to more than one five senses sticky note and add as many more details as they can in the time
allowed. Some students will have the opportunity to share their work.

INFORMAL ASSESSMENT
How will you access students’ thinking throughout the lesson? What are key moments to check for understanding?

Students will be observed during the turn & talks as the instructor takes note of any misconceptions students may have
involving the five senses and whether or not they are able to understand what a sensory detail might sound like in a
story.

Students will also be assessed on their ability to synthesize what they have learned from the ‘Fry Bread” read aloud with
the new content of sensory details. Misconceptions will be looked out for and addressed. The assessment may also take
place during whole class discourse.

Students will also be assessed on a 1-4 scale on whether or not they understand the independent task and how to
proceed for the ‘explore’ section of the lesson.

FORMAL ASSESSMENT
How will you know if your students meet the goals of the lesson? What artifacts of student work will you collect?

Artifacts:
- students’ stories & post-it notes
- students will help teacher with their revisions to their story (through whole-class discussion)
Exit Ticket:
-I can make my writing better
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-I can add details to my writing
-I like writing
-I am a writer
- I can move past my struggles when writing gets hard

Some students will be able to share their writing with the whole class using a microphone.

MATERIALS & PREP
What materials will you need to prepare ahead of time? How will the room be set up? What other logistical considerations
do you want to plan for? Provide links to documents and/or slides if applicable.

Fry Bread Read Aloud/Youtube
T Chart
Blue/Goblin/Pizza student work
Flocabulary Sensory Details Video
Post-Its
Prepared Slides
Microphone


